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“Show Them Christ” 
Deuteronomy 15:1-11 

April 21, 2013 
 

Let us pray. 

Our passage in Deut. 15 talks about giving special consideration and showing kindness to the poor. So what should our 
response be to the poor be? 
 
I came across a story about a young lady that came into a church office asking for help. She looked desperate. She was 
dressed in dirty, old clothes. She had a baby in her arms. She said she was a single, unwed mother. She looked like she was 
about 15 years old when she became pregnant, and she’d run away from home. She had been gone for 2 years, but the night 
before coming to the church she decided to return home to her parents--baby and all. She told the pastor she came to the 
church hoping he could give her money for a bus ride home. The pastor hesitated saying the church usually tries to help out 
in situations like this, but as a general rule, it’s usually best not to simply give out money. Besides that, the pastor only had 
$30.00 in his wallet and there was no money around the church. Normally, with cases like this he would call the treasurer of 
the local ministry fund. All of the ministers in that town tried to use a common fund for things like this. But it was 5:00 on a 
Friday afternoon and he knew he’d have trouble getting the money from the ministry fund. Then the baby started crying. So 
the pastor decided just to give the young girl the $30.00 he had and wished her well. About a week later, the pastor was at 
the Salvation Army as the visiting minister when he saw the same young girl there. He went over to the person in charge at 
the Salvation Army and said; “Do you know that girl over there?” “You bet I do,” he told him. “Let me tell you. She has 
quite a scam going. Every Friday, she has a baby-sitting job. And she takes the baby she’s caring for and drives around town 
from church to church, giving ministers a sob story and asking for money. And if the ministers show any hesitation at all, 
she’ll reach down and pinch that baby on the behind and makes the baby cry!” The pastor looked at the Salvation Army Rep. 
and said, “You know, it’s hard to believe anyone would fall for that!” 
So as Christians, what should our response to the poor be? 
 

Deuteronomy 15 gives us great insights as to how God commands us to respond to the poor. Moses begins Deuteronomy 15 

by giving laws about releasing people from their debts at the end of the seventh year, which is the sabbatical year. At first, we 

may think that these laws were given strictly for Moses’ time and they don’t really relate to us today. But the reality is; these 

laws should greatly influence our behavior because they show us God’s heart. 

  

The concept of Sabbath is first introduced in Genesis as God rested on the seventh day of creation. Then in the giving of the 

Law, the Ten Commandments, to Moses, God gave us the fourth commandment, “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it 

holy.”  (Exodus 20:8) The book of Exodus also speaks of the seventh year to be a Sabbath year of release and rest for the 

land in chapter 23 as well.  

  

So what does all of this have to with us as Christians today and our response to the poor?  
 

Before we unpack this any further, let’s put the thrust of our passage out here for today; Christians should be the most 
generous people our world has ever known. 
 

That may sound good Ken, but where did you come up with that? So let’s begin to unpack our passage this morning. 

Deuteronomy 15:1-3:  “At the end of every seven years you must cancel debts. This is how it is to be done: Every creditor 

shall cancel the loan he has made to his fellow Israelite. He shall not require payment from his fellow Israelite or brother, 

because the LORD’s time for canceling debts has been proclaimed. You may require payment from a foreigner, but you 

must cancel any debt your brother owes you.” 
 

As I prepared for today’s message, I discovered there is some disagreement from the biblical scholars about what exactly is 

being prescribed here regarding the canceling of the debts. What I found is there are three differing schools of thought.  

1
st
 – a complete and permanent cancelation of the debt is intended. In other words, completely cancel the loan and any 

obligation to repay. 2
nd

 – cancelling had to do with the pledge that was given with the loan. Often this pledge was the 

borrower’s land or some other essential item that was provided as collateral. This collateral was many times the source of 

income for the borrower. By giving back the pledge, this would help get the borrower back on his feet.  

3
rd

 – the borrower’s commitment to pay is cancelled from repayment for only the duration of the sabbatical year.  
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As I studied the passage and read through the commentaries, I agree with those scholars that say the meaning falls under the 

1
st
 interpretation that God intends that this is a complete cancelation from the debt. This view is substantiated when we look 

at verses 9-11where we see that the debt was to be cancelled completely and permanently, not just a cancellation of payment 

during the sabbatical year. As Moses is instructing the Israelites he tells them there is a difference when responding to family 

(fellow Israelites) and foreigners in how to deal with the debt.  

 

Deut. 15:2-3: Every creditor shall cancel the loan he has made to his fellow Israelite. He shall not require payment from 

his fellow Israelite or brother, because the LORD’s time for canceling debts has been proclaimed. You may require 
payment from a foreigner, but you must cancel any debt your brother owes you.” The loans spoken of in this passage are 

not the modern day business type loans we see today. Israel had an agricultural economy; debts during this time were mostly 

charitable loans to needy people, not commercial-type loans. These foreigners were probably those who lived with the 

Israelites and would have been traders of goods and they would at times enter into business type loans and borrow from the 

Israelites. The difference was that loans among family (fellow Israelites) were to be canceled at the end of seven years, while 

the loans to foreigners remained in place – intact. The sabbatical law is to help the struggling poor; it was not to let business 

people (the foreigners in this case) off the hook when it came to paying back loans.    

So what about us today as Christians, what should our response be to the poor? 
 

Our passage addresses five principles to live by when helping the poor: 
 

1)     The body of Christ is family – we are brothers and sisters.   
 

As the body of Christ (the church – the bride), we are to look out for each other – Encourage one another. That doesn’t take 

place as often as it should in the church today. Having people come to together to meet each other’s needs is a foreign 

concept in our individualist culture today. In America, we are taught from a young age that we ourselves are to be responsible 

for our own financial dealings and there is NO reason or need to be prying into the affairs of other people. But that isn’t how 

God instructs us as the body of Christ.  Hebrews 10:24-25:  “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 

love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—

and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 
 

God’s people need to be looking out for each other. That’s what the body of Christ is all about. God’s Word tells us in James 

2:14-17: “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but no deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a 

brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go I wish you well; keep warm and well 

fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied 
by action, is dead.” So are we looking out for our brothers and sisters and responding to their needs as God leads?  

Or are we buying into the teaching of this world which says keep to yourselves – It’s not anybody’s business what I do. –I’m 

only accountable to myself and I’m only looking out for number one? Love for one another is normally evident in the family 

unit –  That’s who we are – Family – brothers and sisters in Christ. 1 John 3:16-18: “This is how we know what love is: 

Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material 

possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us 

not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 
The world will know we are Christians by our love. Love for our brothers and sisters. We’re Family.  
 

This leads us to our 2nd principle to live by when helping the poor: 
2)       We are commanded by God to help the poor.  
 

Deuteronomy 15:4-6:
  
“However, there need be no poor people among you, for in the land the LORD your God is giving 

you to possess as your inheritance, he will richly bless you, if only you fully obey the LORD your God and are careful to 

follow all these commands I am giving you today. For the LORD your God will bless you as He has promised, and you 

will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. You will rule over many nations but none will rule over you.”   
Idealistically, there was a possibility that poverty would be erased in the land that God was giving them, but the fullness of 

that blessing was contingent on the Israelites full obedience. In verse 11, we see realistically that the Israelites disobedience 

toward the Lord would mean there would always be poor people in the land of Israel. Jesus confirms that truth in Matthew 

26:11; when He says: “that the poor will always be with you.”  These verses were an encouragement to the Israelites to 

strive for a reduction in poverty while at the same time, they emphasized the abundance of the provision God would give 

them in the Promised Land. We sometimes think that helping the poor is optional. That is not the case according to God.  
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Deuteronomy 15:9: Be careful not to harbor this wicked thought: “The seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is 

near,” so that you do not show ill will toward the needy among your fellow Israelites and give them nothing. They may 

then appeal to the LORD against you, and you will be found guilty of sin. 
 
So as Christians, how we respond to our poor brothers and sisters is serious stuff. God does not take this lightly.    

 

Luke 12:48: “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been 

entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”  
 

When it comes to our response to helping those poor among us, sometimes we feel like avoiding the whole subject. 

But that’s not an option according to God. But what about that young lady in our story with the baby? She had swindled the 

church out of hundreds or even thousands of dollars! She wasn’t poor and needy. She was just creative! We can drive over to 

Rochester and see homeless men and women many days of the week standing on the corners of busy intersections collecting 

donations from the cars that are driving by. That’s not all that unusual. And we’ve all heard the stories that some of these 

guys aren’t legit. They’re choosing to prey off the sympathy of the public rather than going out and find work. It’s easy to get 

the feeling that these people aren’t poor and needy, – they’re just being lazy – there is work out there, if they would just go to 

find it.  

 

As Christians, one of the frustrations of dealing with poverty is the struggle of who to help. But that is not the only frustration 

in dealing with the poverty around us. Another frustration can be the feeling of being overwhelmed by all the poverty in our 

world. We see the homeless man asking for help. We make charitable donations to organizations through the mail to help 

those in need and before we know it, everyday when we go to our mail box, we’re given an opportunity to help out two or 

three new organizations seeking our support. There are a lot of needs out there. There are a lot of people who are deeply hurt 

by the reality of poverty. Sometimes we just want to raise our hands in frustration and say, “This is too overwhelming. I can’t 
possibly make a difference.” 
 

In Psalm 82:3, we are told to “Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and 

oppressed.”  Proverbs 28:27 says “He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, but he who closes his eyes to them receives 

many curses.”  Jesus tells us Matthew 25; “as you did to the least of these, you did it to me.”  “Doing nothing” is not an 

option.  We are commanded by God to help the poor.  
 

This leads us to our 3rd principle for helping the poor:  
3)       God will bless those who help the poor.  
 

Deuteronomy 15:4-6:
  
“However, there need be no poor people among you, for in the land the LORD your God is giving 

you to possess as your inheritance, he will richly bless you, if only you fully obey the LORD your God and are careful to 

follow all these commands I am giving you today. For the LORD your God will bless you as He has promised, and you 

will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. You will rule over many nations but none will rule over you”   

Deuteronomy 15:10: “Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your 

God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.” 
 

Not only does Moses tell the Israelites that the refusal to give to the needy is a sin, he tells the people that God will bless 

those who give without a grudging heart. Jesus tells us in Acts 20:35; “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

Christians who have learned to give generously can testify to the awesome blessings they have received from God through 

their giving when their giving is from the heart. The key is “your giving is given from the heart.” 

 

Paul speaks to the joy in giving in 2 Corinthians 9:7: “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
Proverbs 14:21: “happy is he who is gracious to the poor.” (NAS) 

 If our main objective in life is to bring honor and glory to God, and if giving to others is a means of bringing Him glory, 

when we give to those in need, we are fulfilling our God-given purpose and will be blessed greatly.  
 

Which leads us to our 4th principle to live by when helping the poor:  
4)       Everything we have has been given to us from God.  
 

Deuteronomy 15:7: “If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the LORD your God is 

giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward them.” 
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Moses is telling the Israelites to remember it is God who has given you this Promised Land.  

1 Chronicles 29:14: “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? 

Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.” 
 

When we realize that we do not own anything, and that everything we have comes from God, the gratitude in our hearts 

grows and we aren’t as likely to hold on so tightfistedly. When we realize that “Everything we have has been given to us 

from God” our total perspective changes in how we look at things. We’re no longer controlled by our bank statements and 

savings accounts. We aren’t as preoccupied and controlled by the state of the economy. Why? Because we know the One 

who’s in control – or, as Johnnie Johnson has often told me – we know the One who has the master plan. When we 

recognized God is the owner of everything and we have been entrusted with His resources, our total perspective changes. 

Then what is deemed as sacrificial giving is really no sacrifice at all. Why? Because it is all God’s – not any of what we have 

belongs to us. We own nothing. We are only His stewards of what He has given and entrusted to us. 
 

Which leads us to our 5th principle in helping the poor:  
5)   As Christians; we must be generous.  
 

Let’s look again at Deuteronomy 15:7-11 how Moses commands generosity toward the poor in these verses.  

Verse 7-8: “do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward them. Rather, be openhanded and freely lend them whatever they 

need.”  Verse 9: “do not show ill will toward the needy among your fellow Israelites and give them nothing.”  
Verse 10: “Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart;” Verse 11: “There will always be poor people in 

the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your land.”  
Moses is really pressing home the importance of generosity. Jesus takes it a step further in Matthew 5: 40-42: “if someone 

wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.
 
If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him 

two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.” 
 

As Christians, we need to be willing to go above and beyond when giving to our brothers and sisters in need. Now Moses 

isn’t advocating foolishness in our giving, but to use discernment. Deuteronomy 15:8: Moses says; “freely lend them 

whatever they need.”  “Need” is the key word here. Sometimes we need to ask what the real need is. When the guy on the 

street corner is holding the sign that says, “Will work for food.” Maybe we need to stop and ask some more questions. 

 But before we do anything, we need to take it to God in prayer.  What are You, Lord calling for me to do in this situation?  
Then respond obediently as God leads. God may open the door for you to share the hope of the gospel – Pray, listen, and 

obediently respond as God leads.   

 

There are times when we won’t be able to tell the poor and needy from the lazy and conniving. Is discernment important? No 

question – but if we are going to err – erring on the side of generosity is where we as Christians need to land. 

After all, who was any poorer than each of us in our sin-filled depraved life before coming to Jesus Christ as our Savior and 
Lord?   
Romans 5:6-8: “You see at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will 

anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates His 

own love for us in this: While we were sinners, Christ died for us.”  
 

Our reaching out to the poor is a direct response of our gratitude to Christ for the gift of the gospel.  Before we came to know 

Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, you and I were the walking dead. We had No hope! No Life! But Jesus came down to this 

earth to rescue us from the depths of Hell. Do you know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord? I’m not asking if you know 

who Jesus Christ is. I’m asking “Do you know Christ personally?” Have you come to a point of surrender in your life and 

given Christ total control? Recognized your sin-filled life and hopeless state of your need for a Savior? Have you confessed 

your sin, seeking forgiveness from Christ? And placed your faith in the finished work of Jesus’ death on the cross and 

resurrection from the grave? If you have not taken that step and asked Jesus Christ to be Savior and Lord of your life, don’t 

walk out that door today without taking that step. This is absolute most important decision you will ever make in this life!  

Again, I’m not asking if you know who Jesus is. I’m asking “Do you know Christ personally?”  Huge difference – Be sure 

you come and talk with Pastor Ty or myself if you’re not sure.    
 

So as Christians, what should be our response to the poor? Show them Christ!  
 

As you & I have been lifted from the pit of despair, destruction & death and now we are seated at the table with Jesus. 

How we respond to the poor is a direct reflection of how we’ve taken hold of the gift of the gospel.  Jesus quotes 

Deuteronomy 15:11 when He says: “that the poor will always be with you.”      
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In the context of Deuteronomy 15, this is not a burden, it’s a gift. Because “You will always have the poor with you,” You 
will always have before you opportunities to reach out and give to those in need.  Because “You will always have the poor 

with you,” You always have opportunities to serve – Be the hands and feet of Jesus. Because “You will always have the poor 

with you,” You will always have opportunities to “Show them Christ” bringing honor and glory to Him.  

  

We opened this morning with the story of the young lady who brought that baby into church and swindled them out of 

hundreds and maybe thousands of dollars. She had a great story, and she had the church pegged pretty well. We’ve all 

probably been taken advantage of at sometime over the years. But you and I also know there are many people, brothers and 

sisters, in this community and in our surrounding area and world who are in great need. They really are poor. They are 

desperate and they need help. As Christians, we need to Show them Christ. 

 

Just as Jesus met you and me in our most desperate, hopeless, despondent, and poor state, we need to step up with generous 

hearts to meet the needs of the poor in our area & world today as God leads.  Jesus was right – “you always have the poor 

with you.”  You and I will always have the opportunity to give generously and serve the poor with joy just as Christ served 

you & me with the joy of the cross as He laid His life down for us to rescue us from the poorest, most hopeless, depravity 

ever known to man; separation from God. 

  

Christians should be the most generous people our world has ever known.  Why? – Because of all Jesus Christ has done to 

rescue us from this poor and hopeless state!  Jesus –Thank you for the cross! Thank you for rescuing us from the pit of Hell. 

Thank you for Your love for us Jesus! May our response as Christians be one of love and extreme generosity bringing You 

honor and glory in all we do – especially as we reach out to the poor in our area and throughout our world this day – Show 

them Christ. 
 

Jesus: “Let Your kingdom come. Let Your will be done. On earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:10  - Amen. Amen!  


